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Middle School: Study Hall

PREPARE:
As you read the case, make notes:

1.	 WHO are the primary participants in the case? Describe them.

2.	 WHAT is taking place?

3.	 WHERE is the case taking place? Is the environment a factor?

4.	 WHEN is the case taking place? Is the timing a factor?

Milos Havel is one of 
three seventh-grade 
teachers at a middle 
school in a small but 
ethnically diverse city. 
The three seventh-grade 
teachers cover reading 
and social studies in 
their own “homeroom” 
classes, but each one 
instructs all the seventh 
graders in one subject 
area (math, English, or 
science). Mr. Havel’s 
specialty is English.

Mr. Havel is worried about Jamie, a student in his homeroom class. Jamie appears to be a 
very bright child when he applies himself. He readily participates in class by explaining difficult 
concepts and providing good examples of the material, particularly during his favorite subject, 
social studies. His difficulties appear to be in the sixth-period mathematics class. Although 
Gladys DeBrick does not complain about Jamie’s compliance in her class, his academic per-
formance is weak. He rarely finishes his homework on time and appears to have fallen behind 
in the subject. For example, he lacks an understanding of basic mathematical principles 
taught the previous year in sixth grade.

During their weekly Thursday morning meeting, the three seventh-grade teachers discuss their 
students’ performance. It turns out that Ms. DeBrick’s student Jasamine is having problems 
completing her English assignments for Mr. Havel’s sixth period. Much like Jamie, Jasamine 
does not have many behavioral problems within the classroom, nor does she appear to struggle 
with the content of Mr. Havel’s English class. Nevertheless, Jasamine typically doesn’t have 
the homework completed.

Mr. Havel and Ms. DeBrick develop a plan. Mr. Havel will help Jamie with his math home-
work during the study hall period immediately following Jamie’s sixth-period math class. In 
turn, Ms. DeBrick will help Jasamine with her English homework during the study hall period 
immediately following Jasamine’s sixth-period English class. Although both need to attend to 
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